
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
May 29, 2026 

 
VIA ECF  
 
Honorable James Patrick Hanlon 
U.S. District Court 
Room 304​
46 East Ohio Street​
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
 

Re:   Sarsour v. Swearingen, Case No. 26-cv-00224-JPH-MKK: Letter Regarding 
Factual Updates and Requesting Hearing on Motion for Release 

 
Dear Judge Hanlon, 

Petitioner respectfully submits this letter to advise the court of factual updates relevant to 
the Court’s consideration of Mr. Sarsour’s pending Motion for Release, Dkt. No. 32-33, which 
has been fully briefed since May 8, 2026.  Mr. Sarsour remains in custody at Clay County Jail, in 
Brazil, Indiana, where he has been incarcerated for 60 days.  

​ Mr. Sarsour’s health continues to deteriorate. (Sarsour Decl., Dkt. No. 32-2). Though he 
recently developed severe abdominal pain, he was told by officials in the jail that they could not 
help him and that he must purchase his own medication. His blood sugar levels are not being 
consistently checked. As a diabetic, he is at risk of “permanent organ damage (kidneys, heart, 
brain)” and “[s]udden and preventable death” if he does not receive proper treatment. (Droubi 
Decl., Dkt. No. 32-1 at A-235.) Beyond his physical health, he is struggling in other significant 
ways. In a recent phone call with counsel, Mr. Sarsour shared that he was being tormented by 
guards at the jail, including that he was not being allowed to pray in accordance with his Muslim 
faith due to guards repeatedly interrupting his prayers, forcing him to sleep during nighttime 
prayers, and refusing to provide him with a prayer rug or a Quran. Mr. Sarsour has had trouble 
sleeping due to the cold, and has only been allowed one flimsy blanket and one shirt—guards 
had confiscated everything else.  

​  The continued detention of Mr. Sarsour—and his separation from his community and 
family—appears purely punitive; it continues to chill the speech of Mr. Sarsour and others 
seeking to speak out about Palestinian human rights. Given the ongoing, irreparable harm 
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identified in the Motion, Petitioner respectfully requests a decision on the pending Motion for 
Release or, in the alternative, seeks to be heard on the Motion as soon as is practicable. 

Respectfully Submitted, ​  ​  ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

 
                                                                ​  

/s/ Jennifer Nimer 
Jennifer Nimer, Esq. (IN) 
Nimer Law, LLC 
6500 Emerald Pkwy, Suite 100 
Dublin, OH 43016 
T: 614.927.0550 
jnimer@nimerlaw.com 
Local Counsel for Petitioner 

/s/ Luna Droubi 
Luna Droubi* (NY #5004304) 
Matthew Melewski* (NY #4697959) 
Tala Alfoqaha* (NY #6222251) 
Beldock Levine & Hoffman LLP 
99 Park Ave., PH/26th Floor 
New York, NY 10016 
ldroubi@blhny.com 
mmelewski@blhny.com 
talfoqaha@blhny.com 
Counsel for Petitioner (PHV) 
  
  

/s/ Kathryn H. Brady 
Kathryn H. Brady, Esq. (TX #24033620)* 
Muslim Legal Fund of America 
100 N. Central Expy, Suite 1010 
Richardson, TX 75080 
T: 972.331.9021 
kate.brady@mlfa.org 
Counsel for Petitioner (PHV) 

/s/ Munjed A. Ahmad 
Munjed A. Ahmad, Esq.* 
Ahmad & Guerard, LLP 
7701 W. Barnard Ave. 
Greenfield, WI 53220 
T: 414.455.7707 
mahmad@law-ag.com 
Counsel for Petitioner (PHV) 
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/s/ Hassan M. Ahmad 
Hassan M. Ahmad, Esq. (VSB #83428)* 
THE HMA LAW FIRM, PLLC 
6 Pidgeon Hill Dr., Suite 330 
Sterling, VA 20165 
T: 703.964.0245 
hma@hmalegal.com 
Counsel for Petitioner (PHV) 

/s/ Samuel B. Cole​
Kevin Fee***​
 Samuel B. Cole***​
 Priyanka Menon***​
 The Roger Baldwin Foundation of the 
ACLU, Inc.​
 150 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 600​
 Chicago, Illinois 60601​
 T: 312.201.9740​
 kfee@aclu-il.org 
scole@aclu-il.org 
pmenon@aclu-il.org​
 Counsel for Petitioner (PHV) 
 
 

*Admitted Pro Hac Vice 

***Pro Hac Vice forthcoming 
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